
2016-2017 7th Grade ELA Course Syllabus – Ms. Chachere 
 

Telephone Number: 972-293-4505 ext. 8327  Email: meah.chachere@chisd.net 
Conference Period: (5th period) 

 
Writing Goals: 
Students will learn to use the writing process to write coherent and focused texts that 
convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument.  Students will write 
expository, narrative, persuasive, and descriptive essays based on class content.  Research 
projects will be assigned to extend the thematic element of a unit. 
 
Reading Goals: 
Students will learn to analyze the organizational patterns arguments, and positions 
advanced in a text.  Aside from the core literature selections, students will read poetry, 
anthology selections, relevant articles, novels, and material they gather for research 
projects. 
 
Listening and Speaking Goals: 
Students will learn to formulate judgments about oral communication.  They will learn to 
deliver focused and coherent presentations that convey clear and distinct perspectives and 
demonstrate solid reasoning. 
 
Vocabulary Goals: 
Students will expand and utilize academic vocabulary in order to discuss class content 
logically.  Additionally, students will use the academic vocabulary to compose written 
works that accurately address class readings. 
 
 
Parent/Teacher Conferences: 
The official parent/teacher conference date is October 7th, 2016.  Information regarding 
how to sign up for specific conference times will be provided as the date approaches.  
Additionally, parents are welcome to request conferences.  Please provide at least 24 hours 
advance notice for conferences or requests to “drop in”. Please also keep in mind, drop-ins 
are limited to 15 minutes. 
 
 
STAAR Testing Dates: 
 

STAAR Writing Test  March 28, 2017 
STAAR Reading Test  May 9, 2017 

 
 
 
 



 
Grading Scale 

Daily Work  50% 
Tests/Projects/Quizzes 40% 
Homework 10% 
TOTAL 100% 

 
Policies and Procedures: 

Class Rules: 
1. Follow directions the first time given. 
2. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself at all times. 
3. Raise your hand and wait to be called on, before speaking. 
4. No foul language, racial slurs, or put downs of any kind will be tolerated. 
5. Be prepared for class. 

 
Entering/Exiting the Classroom: 
Stand in line next to my door and wait to be greeted. This is also the time I will conduct 
uniform checks. Please make sure you are in proper uniform with I.D. Do not run into my 
classroom. You should enter silently and sit at your assigned seat. In regards to exiting the 
classroom, the bell DOES NOT dismiss you, I do.  Please make sure all of your belongings 
are gathered and your area is clean.  Failure to do so will delay your dismissal process. 
 
Tardy: 
If your entire body is not inside the classroom when the tardy bell rings, you are 
considered tardy. When you are not in class on time, you disrupt your own learning and the 
learning of your classmates. Please be respectful and responsible.  Be on time to class so I 
can help you grow academically. 
 
Electronics: 
All electronic devices (cell phones, iPads, tablets, lap tops, etc.) are to remain put away 
during class unless otherwise instructed.  If you are caught using a device in class, I will 
give you one warning and ask that the device be put away.  If you continue to use the 
device, I will confiscate the device for the remainder of the class period, and if necessary, 
alert parents and campus administration. 
 
Restroom Breaks:  
You will receive 2 restroom passes per marking period. At the end of the marking period, 
you may turn in your passes for a 100% in exchange for your lowest homework grade. 
Govern yourselves accordingly as you may use the bathroom during passing periods.  
Please be responsible students and plan accordingly. Using the bathroom before/after class 
maximizes our learning time. **There will be exceptions in the case of emergencies only. 
 
 
 



Sharpening Pencils: 
Please have all pencils sharpened by the time class begins. You may keep a personal 
sharpener at your desk ONLY if it has a lid.  Do NOT pass your personal sharpener around 
my classroom. Class time is valuable.  Please come prepared; I will not have a classroom 
sharpener for public use. 
 
Late Work: 
I do accept late homework and classwork assignments.  Points will be deducted after the 
original due date.  See below for details. 
 
Two or more MISSING homework assignments within a 6 weeks marking period will result 
in a thirty-minute detention.  While serving, they will complete the missing homework 
assignment for the maximum grade of a 50. 
 
 

1 Day Late 70 is the highest grade that can be earned. 
2 Days Late  50 is the highest grade that can be earned. 

3 or more days late  Automatic “0” 
 
 
Make-Up Work: 
It is YOUR responsibility to get your make-up work. Make-up work will always be kept in 
bins labeled according to the date. Additionally, Powerpoint containing the day’s lesson will 
be uploaded to my teacher website.  If you cannot access the online Powerpoint, please 
request a printed copy. 
 
 
For example: 

Length of absence Days allowed for makeup work 
One-day absence The day after return to school 
Two-day absence Three days after return to school 
Three-day absence Four days after return to school 
Four-day absence Five days after return to school 
Five-day absence Six days after return to school 
Six or more days Seven days after return to school 

unless prior approval is given by the 
principal or designee 

 
 
Consequences for disruptive behavior: 

1. A verbal warning 
2. Seat relocation/one-on-one student/teacher conference 
3. Reflection Desk 
4. Teacher assigned detention  
5. Phone call to parent and/or referral 



 
Rewards for exceptional behavior: 

1. Verbal affirmation 
2. Hand written notes/certificates of encouragement 
3. Positive phone calls home 
4. Entered into raffle drawing for prizes 

 

Supply List: 
 

 Portable flash drive with lancet (1GB) student keep 
 Notebook paper 
 “Post It” colored mini notebook tabs 
 Sharpened #2 pencils, blue or black ink pens 
 (1) pkg. of Markers  
 (1) pkg. of Expo markers 
 (2) pkgs. of 3x5 index cards 
 (1) pkg. of highlighters 
 (1) bottle hand sanitizer 
 (1) box of Kleenex 
 (1) 3 subject notebook- FOR ELA CLASS ONLY!!! 

 
 

 
Bring your box of Kleenex and 3 Subject Notebook by September 2nd for a FREE 

HOMEWORK PASS!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

**Please sign and return this sheet only.  This will serve as a homework grade.** 

 

 

By signing this syllabus, you acknowledge that you have read this WITH your parent/guardian, 

and are aware of the expectations and policies of 7th grade ELA.  I understand that I am now a 7th 

grader and will be treated as a mature and responsible young adult when I am meeting each of 

these expectations, and giving others the kind of respect I want to be shown.  

 

Student Printed Name:  

____________________________ 

 

Student Signature:  

____________________________     

 

Parent Signature: 

____________________________ 

  

Date Signed:  

____________________________ 

 
 
 


